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following days they did this and returned full
of cheer. The performances of the women were
especially remarkable. One carried her child of
about two years old on the top of her 40-Ib load
from 17,500 feet to 19,800 feet, deposited her load
there, carried the child back again, and expressed
her readiness to repeat the journey if necessary.
Of the seventy-five who had returned to the Base
Camp, fifty-two, however, disappeared without
any special reason and so laid an additional burden
on the remainder. In spite of this, by May 2nd, all
loads had been deposited in Camp II, and on the
same evening the Tibetans, having arrived at the
Base Camp, were given a big feed and a little extra
pay. They went off next day displaying great
satisfaction with their lot.
For the future the Expedition would have to
depend on themselves. Their next task was the
transportation from Camp II of all the stores for
Camp III and the mountain camps. And for
this work the Nepalese porter corps would have
to be brought into action. It was divided into
two parties of twenty each, and twelve were kept
in reserve. The first party was to carry stores
and equipment to Camp III and remain based
there ready to carry on a camp to the North Col.
The second party, leaving the Base Camp a day
later, was to move to Camp II and work between
that and Camp III. The reserve party was to
remain in the Base Camp ready to replace casual-
ties.